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for worry. It is simply a matter of the Holy Sep-
ulchre!' But, nevertheless, an order had been given
to Lord Stratford de Eedcliffe to return to his post
at Constantinople, where he had the greatest in-
fluence and where he was not a persona grata to the
Russians. When he got back there at the beginning
of'.April, 1853, he found Constaninople in a most
agitated state, the Turkish ministry very nervous
and the diplomatic corps exceedingly apprehen-
sive. "

Another memorandum left by the Emperor con-
cerns this mission of Prince MentcMkoff, and runs
as follows: "He offered the Sultan a Russian al-
liance on condition that the Czar be recognized as
the legal protector of all Turkish-Greek subjects,
The Balkan Peninsula and the Ottoman Empire con-
tained more than 12,000 Greeks. How was it pos-
sible for the Sultan to consent to such a stipulation ?
He consequently refused, and, on May 20th, as was
to be foreseen, since France and England supported
him, he rejected the ultimatum. Prince Mentchikoff
could not have expected anything else and so was
ready for action. The diplomat, now turned ad-
miral, hastened to this ships, and latent hostilities
began, the Eussians at once occupying the principal-
ities of Moldavia and Dalmatia, as far as the Dan-
ube. From that moment, France and England open-
ly supported Turkey and their fleets occupied the
Dardanelles. There was no declaration of war,
however, though Eussia was given to understand
that she would not find it so easy as she imagined
to put her foot with impunity on the Ottoman Em-
pire. The central powers were also awake, and the
result of their reflections was quite different from
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